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The  walls  of  the  underground  chambers  of  Jewel 
Cave  are  lined  with  a  unique  solid  coating  of 
dog-tooth  calcite  crystals  which  sparkle  like  jew- 
els in  the  light;  hence  the  name,  Jewel  Cave. 
Because  of  this  unique  formation  and  attractive 
range  of  color,  the  cave  and  a  small  protective 
surface  area  were  set  aside  as  a  national  monu- 
ment by  Presidential  proclamation  on  February 
7, 1908.  The  National  Park  Service  is  responsible 
for  its  administration  and  protection.  The  cave 
is  available  for  the  visitor  to  see  and  at  the  same 
time  it  is  preserved  in  as  nearly  a  natural  state  as 
possible. 

HOW  TO  REACH  THE 
MONUMENT 

The  cave  is  located  in  the  Black  Hills  near  the 
southwestern  boundary  of  South  Dakota  adja- 
cent to  U.  S.  Highway  No.  16  leading  west  to 
Yellowstone  National  Park. 


It  is  accessible  from  the  following  railroad 
stations:  Custer,  S.  Dak.,  and  Newcastle,  Wyo., 
both  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad. 

HISTORY 

Jewel  Cave  is  a  small  but  interesting  cavern.  The 
area  was  originally  recorded  as  a  mining  claim, 
known  as  the  Jewel  Lode,  after  its  discovery  by 
two  prospectors,  Albert  and  F.  W.  Michaud,  on 
August  18, 1900. 

While  out  prospecting,  the  Michaud  brothers 
were  attracted  by  the  noise  of  wind  coming  from 
a  small  hole  in  the  limestone  cliffs  on  the  east 
side  of  Hell  Canyon.  In  the  hope  of  discovering 
valuable  minerals,  and  locating  the  source  of  the 
wind,  these  men,  in  company  with  Charles  Bush, 
enlarged  the  opening. 

The  Michaud  brothers  believed  that  they  had 
discovered  a  cave  which  would  be  of  great  inter- 
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